A historical perspective on the development of intraoperative lymphatic mapping and selective lymphadenectomy.
Intraoperative lymphatic mapping (ILM) and selective lymphadenectomy are revolutionary concepts that, in a short period, have shown the potential to alter dramatically the management of many patients with solid neoplasms. The rapid adaptation of this approach to the staging of solid neoplasms by the surgical oncology community has resulted in an explosion of data. Initially described as a surgical technique in which each surgeon had to climb a learning curve, ILM and selective lymph node dissection (SLND) are now recognized as a multidisciplinary surgical approach to the management of the patient with cutaneous melanoma and breast cancer. The potential values of ILM and SLND are being examined vigorously now in numerous other solid neoplasms.